
Foster Care is about family. In 2018, 16,796 

children in NC were removed from their families and

placed in the foster care system. You complete the picture

when you become a family foster home for a child.

Through Baptist Children’s Homes, you are trained and

licensed to be a foster care home for a NC boy or girl. 

We also train churches to begin their own foster

care ministries.

For more information about becoming a

foster family or if your church is interested in

starting its own foster care ministry, contact:

Western Area: Broyhill Home in Clyde, NC

Eliza Harrell | 828-565-2584 | eharrell@bchfamily.org

Central Area: Mills Home in Thomasville, NC

Danetta Christmas | 336-474-1238 | dchristmas@bchfamily.org

Cameron Area: Cameron Boys Camp in Cameron, NC

Kay Burriss | 910-245-4034 | krburriss@bchfamily.org

Eastern Area: Kennedy Home in Kinston, NC

Brian Baltzell | 252-522-0811  | bdbaltzell@bchfamily.org

P.O. Box 338  | Thomasville, NC 27361 | www.bchfostercare.org



What is family foster care?
By becoming a trained and licensed foster care

family through Baptist Children’s Homes (BCH),

you provide family living care for a child over a

planned period when his/her family or legal

custodian cannot provide care.

Why Foster?
No matter their circumstances, all children are the

same: they need a home, they deserve a family,

and they desire to feel valued and loved. You have

the opportunity to be that family for a North

Carolina boy or girl that has no permanent home.

You can give a child the love he or she has never

experienced. You can be a difference maker that

not only impacts his or her life today but gives

that child bright hope for the future.

What is a Family Foster Home?
A foster home is a family’s residence. The family

offers their residence for as many as one, but no

more than five children, and provides them with

daily, 24-hour care. Five children may receive care

in a family foster home, including the foster

parent’s own children. Members of the foster

parent’s family over 18 years of age are not

included in the capacity. Adult supervision must

be provided during the time foster children

are living in the home.

The foster parents should be easily accessible

throughout the year in order to meet the needs of

the child. It is preferred that the family foster home

be within a 100-mile radius of  the Baptist Children’s

Homes facility in the area where the foster home is

located. The home’s proximity is a necessity to

maintain a close working relationship between the

case manager, the foster family, and the

foster children.

All foster homes must meet the standards specified

in the Foster Home Environmental Conditions &

Health Regulations Checklist and pass a fire

inspection. The foster home must have access

to a telephone at all times.

Who are the foster children?
Foster children can be any child in North Carolina,

ranging in age from infancy to 18 years old, who

enters the foster care system. Each child has their

own unique background, experiences, and specific

needs. Many come from situations of abuse and

neglect and do not possess a healthy self-esteem.

Foster children need a family atmosphere, a place

where they can belong. Most of all, they need to

be loved and nurtured.

Requirements for family 
foster licensure?
Requirements include but are not limited to:

 All applicants must participate in and complete

30 hours of pre-service training.

 Applicants and household members must meet

minimum physical and mental health requirements

as indicated by a physical examination completed

by a licensed medical provider.

 Applicants must complete a criminal background

check.

 Applicants must meet the minimum age require-

ment of 21 years old. There is no upper age limit.

 Foster families need to have adequate income

to financially support their own family without

relying on the foster care payment. The foster

care payment reimburses for room, board and

supervision.  

How can BCH help my church
start a foster care ministry? 
BCH’s foster care staff partners with your church

to provide trainings that will equip and license 

couples in your congregation to become foster

families. We also help you come alongside those

couples, as a church body, to provide support and

community to both them and the children who

come into their families. The church’s role is vital. 


